[Detection of primary carcinoma by positron emission tomography in an unknown primary tumor with cervical metastasis: a case report].
Unknown primary tumors with cervical metastasis account for about 1-3% of patients with neck masses. In many cases, the primary site cannot be detected by diagnostic procedures such as endoscopy, computed tomography, or magnetic resonance imaging, affecting the treatment and prognosis of these patients unfavorably. A 43-year-old male patient presented with a painless mass in the neck. He had previously undergone a neck biopsy, the result of which had been reported as metastatic carcinoma. The primary site could not be determined by extensive diagnostic procedures. Investigation with positron emission tomography with 18F-2-fluoro-2-deoxy-D-glucose suggested the base of the tongue as the primary site, which was then confirmed by an endoscopic biopsy from the tongue. It should be borne in mind that positron emission tomography may be helpful in the diagnosis of unknown primary tumors with cervical metastasis.